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London Borough of Islington

Voluntary and Community Sector Committee -  6 July 2021

Minutes of the meeting of the Voluntary and Community Sector Committee held in the  
Council Chamber, Islington Town Hall, Upper Street, N1 2UD on  6 July 2021 at 6.30 pm.

Present: Councillors:  Kaya Comer-Schwartz, Una O’Halloran, Michelline Safi-
                                   Ngongo and Diarmaid Ward 

Councillor observer:  Jason Jackson

                       Councillor Kaya Comer-Schwartz in the Chair

98 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE (Item A1)
Received from Councillors Janet Burgess MBE and Anjna Khurana.

99 DECLARATION OF SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS (Item A2)
None.

100 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (Item A3)
None.

101 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING (Item A4)

RESOLVED: 
That the minutes of the previous meeting held on 30 March 2021 be confirmed 
as a correct record and the Chair be authorised to sign them

102 MEMBERSHIP, TERMS OF REFERENCE AND DATES OF MEETINGS OF THE 
VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY SECTOR COMMITTEE IN 2021/22 
(Item A5)

RESOLVED:
That the membership of the Voluntary and Community Sector Committee, 
appointed by the Executive on 27 May 2021, its terms of reference and dates of 
meetings for the municipal year 2021/22, as set out at Appendix A of the report of 
the Acting Director of Law and Governance and Monitoring Officer, be noted.

Reasons for decision
To inform members of the remit of the Committee
 
Other options considered 
None 
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Conflicts of interest/Any dispensations granted
None

103 LOCAL INITIATIVES FUND AWARDS (Item B1)

RESOLVED:
(a) To continue with delegated authority to the Fairer Together Director, in 
consultation with the Executive Member for Community Development, to make 
decisions which are related to Covid responses in the community and also for 
events which will take place in the short term, to prevent delays to decisions and 
funding being allocated and with due regard to the Government road map and any 
possible changes to this. 
(b) To resort back to 3 rounds per year for Local Initiative Funding, with decisions 
which are outside of the scope detailed in resolution (a) above being considered by 
the Voluntary and Community Sector Committee for approval. This will mean that 
the application deadlines for the next two rounds for this financial year will be in 
early September (agreed by November 2021 VCS Committee) and late December 
2021 or early January 2022 (agreed by March 2022 VCS Committee).
(c) That funding be awarded for events/gatherings with the following conditions:
  Organisations running large open events to contact the Safety Advisory Group, 
have a lead event safety manager and a comprehensive risk assessment completed.
  If activities were not permitted due to government guidance, the event must be 
cancelled but the organisation(s) may hold the funding allocation until such time as 
the event can run, including carrying funding over to the next financial year. 
Organisations will also be given the opportunity to delay events or change the use 
of the project funding
 Government guidelines on social distancing must not be breached and event 

organisers must follow any guidance in place at the time. 
 For events awarded funding, the funding to be released no earlier than the month 
before the event, to allow for essential checks with the organisation having real 
time information on the roadmap and restrictions.
(d) That the LIF awards approved under delegated authority by the Corporate 
Director of Housing, in consultation with the Executive Member for Community 
Development, on 23 March and 17 May 2021 and set out in appendix A to the 
report, be noted. 

Reasons for decision 
The Local Initiatives Fund was an effective way of addressing local priorities and 
provided a mechanism for Ward councillors to support small projects which might 
otherwise not be funded. Proposals submitted for approval represented a wide 
range of activity and would deliver significant benefit to local communities. 

Other options considered 
None 

Conflicts of interest/Any dispensations granted
None
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104 VOLUNTARY AND COMMUNITY SECTOR PARTNERSHIP GRANTS 
PROGRAMME REVIEWS 2021-2024 (Item B2)

RESOLVED:
(a) That funding of £40,000 per annum, totalling £110,000 over the programme 
period July 2021 to March 2024, be approved to deliver against the 
recommendations of a review of capacity-building, as detailed in section 3.6 of the 
report of the Executive Member for Community Development.
(b) That funding of £35,000 per annum, totalling £96,250 over the programme 
period July 2021 to March 2024, be approved to deliver against the 
recommendations of a review of volunteering, as detailed in section 3.6 of the 
report of the report of the Executive Member for Community Development.
(c)  That funding of £30,000 per annum, totalling £82,500 over the programme 
period July 2021 to March 2024, be approved within the Equalities and Cohesion 
Networks strand to support a disability focussed network, as detailed in section 3.6 
of the report of the report of the Executive Member for Community Development.
(d) That funding of £30,000 per annum, totalling £82,500 over the programme 
period July 2021 to March 2024, be approved to work with Islington’s Black 
Caribbean community, with the aim of developing a programme of capacity-building 
support to establish a formalised group of community representation, as detailed in 
section 3.6 of the report of the report of the Executive Member for Community 
Development. .

Reason for decisions
The VCS Partnership Grants Programme 2021-2024 built on the overarching aim of 
the Council’s work with the voluntary and community sector to support the Council 
priority of making Islington a fairer place and the ambitions for the community 
through the Fairer Together programme.

Other options considered
None

Conflicts of interest/Any dispensations granted
None

105 FAIRER TOGETHER LOCAL WELLBEING NETWORKS (Item B3)

RESOLVED:
That funding be awarded to Voluntary Action Islington and Octopus Community 
Network’s consortium bid to lead all three Fairer Together Local Wellbeing Networks 
in the borough, as detailed in appendix 1 of the report of the Executive Member for 
Community Development.

Reason for decision
The Council had a strong partnership with the voluntary, community and not-for-
profit sector and valued highly the role that local independent organisations played 
in meeting the needs of some of Islington’s most disadvantaged communities.
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Other options considered
None

Conflicts of interest/Any dispensations granted
None

106 ISLINGTON COUNCIL'S COMMUNITY CHEST - ROUNDS 2 AND 3 (Item C1)

RESOLVED:
That the funding decisions made by Islington Council’s Community Chest (ICCC) 
Panel in relation to the second and third rounds of ICCC grant funding for 2020/21, 
as set out in Appendix 1 of the report of the Executive Member for Community 
Development, be noted.

Reasons for decision
The decisions on grant awards had already been made by ICCC and therefore the 
report was for the Committee’s information only.

Other options considered
None.

Conflicts of interest/Any dispensations granted 
None.

107 KEVIN TURNER, VOLUNTARY SECTOR AND EQUALITIES DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER

On behalf of the Committee, Councillor Comer-Schwartz congratulated Kevin 
Turner, the current Voluntary Sector and Equalities Development Manager, on his 
appointment as a Grants Manager at the Cloudesley Foundation.  She thanked him 
for all of his valuable service to the Council and wished him well for the future.

         The meeting ended at 6.40 pm

CHAIR


